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Mrs. Jennings, Room 1606 

Contact Information: 

Email – Hilarie.Jennings@lcps.org  
Remind – text @67h34gc to the number 81010 
Google Classroom – join code is ykmgho 
Phone – 703-554-8900 (RVHS main office) 
Office hours – 8:30-9:00am on B days in 1608 or by appointment 
  
Access to Course Information: 
 
Phoenix StudentVUE/ParentVUE - electronic gradebook and general information 
Google Classroom - calendars, documents, and specific assignment instructions with due dates 
 
Course Description: 
  
Honors English 9 is an accelerated course that builds a foundation in composition, reading, 
vocabulary, and research by stressing analysis and synthesis. This faster paced course will 
include multi-genre texts to examine essential, thematic questions beyond basic 
comprehension. The English 9 honors student is expected to possess a strong work ethic, 
develop independent critical thinking skills, and submit thorough work as assigned in a timely 
manner. Heavy emphasis will be placed on reading and writing fluency. Students will read 
independent books and class novels simultaneously as well as plan, craft, edit, revise, and 
submit several pieces of writing throughout the year. The course culminates with a research 
project that addresses the student’s self-chosen Big Question.  
  
Course Goals (State of Virginia SOL Standards): 
  

❖ Standard 9.1 - The student will make planned oral presentations independently and in 
small groups. 

❖ Standard 9.2 - The student will produce, analyze, and evaluate auditory, visual, and 
written media messages. 

❖ Standard 9.3 - The student will apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, and 
figurative language to extend vocabulary development in authentic texts. 

❖ Standard 9.4 - The student will read, comprehend, and analyze a variety of literary texts 
including narratives, narrative nonfiction, poetry, and drama. 

❖ Standard 9.5 - The student will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction texts. 
❖ Standard 9.6 - The student will develop narrative, expository, and persuasive writings for 

a variety of audiences and purposes. 
❖ Standard 9.7 - The student will self- and peer-edit writing for correct grammar, 

capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing. 
❖ Standard 9.8 - The student will use print, electronic databases, online resources, and 

other media to access information to create a research product.  
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Required Materials: 
1.      A fully charged Chromebook for note-taking and accessing applications 
2.      A composition notebook or equivalent to serve as a writing journal 
3.      A sturdy folder to store handouts and graded work 
4.      An electronic calendar or paper planner to keep track of due dates 
5.      A container with pencils, pens, highlighters, and Post-it notes 
6.      Optional: loose leaf paper or notebook for making and taking notes 
  
Class Texts: 

● Quarter 1 
○ The Language of Literature textbook McDougal Littell 

■ short stories, poems, and excerpts  
○ Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck  

 
● Quarter 2 

○ To Kill a Mockingbird                         Harper Lee 
○ Speak  Laurie Halse Anderson 

 
● Quarter 3 

○ The Glass Castle Jeannette Walls 
○ Independent research selections for Big Question project 

 
● Quarter 4 

○ The Language of Literature textbook McDougal Littell 
■ The Odyssey   Homer 
■ Romeo and Juliet William Shakespeare 
■ short stories, poems, and excerpts  

  
Note: With the exception of the course textbook, you are highly encouraged to purchase your 
own copies of the other books so that you can highlight text and make notes in the margins as 
you read. Alternatively, you can annotate using Post-it notes in borrowed copies of the books.  
  
Assignments: 
  
We will be engaging in weekly assignments in reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary using 
individual and collaborative learning as well as oral presentational skills. Because students 
receive a .5 boost in their GPA, the Virginia Department of Education requires an honors course 
to be explicitly more rigorous than an academic course. Expect to read independently outside of 
class and complete an independent reading project each quarter in addition to in-class activities. 
The Big Question project, which is due at the end of third quarter, reflects a large, inquiry-based 
question that students develop surrounding a topic of choice and then use their skills attained 
throughout the year to answer that question. 
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Reading and Discussion: You will read and analyze selected passages for homework as well as 
in class. Readings assigned are meant to stimulate reflection and discussion regarding 
thematic, essential questions. You will be expected to not only read the selections for 
understanding but also react to the selections in writing via reading response notes 
(annotations). You are expected to contribute your ideas to class, group, and partner 
discussions as well as during Socratic seminars. In addition to required readings, you are 
expected to read for pleasure and log at least two hours of independent reading per week. We 
will work closely with our librarians to help you reach your reading goals. The more you read, 
the better you’ll write. The more you read and write, the better prepared you will be for 
advanced placement courses and eventually college! 
  
Writing Journal: This is a place where you can explore a variety of ideas, experiment with your 
writing, be creative, and practice new skills. The writer’s notebook is not a diary or blow-by-blow 
of your day. You will include many different types of writing (responses to writing prompts, 
personal narratives, opinions about current events, lists of ideas you want to remember, poetry, 
imaginary dialogues, character profiles, unsent letters, want ads, etc.). Here are some tips for 
keeping a writer’s notebook: 
  

1. Write whatever is on your mind. Write naturally and honestly. This is your notebook. 
2. Try writing nonstop and keep it going. If you draw a blank during a particular entry, write 

“I’m drawing a blank” or “I don’t know what to write” or “bla, bla, bla” until something 
comes to mind. 

3. Discover. The real satisfaction in keeping a writer’s notebook is making new discoveries 
about yourself and the world around you. Don’t be overly concerned about the way it 
looks. Your writing should be legible, but it doesn’t have to be (or should be) a tidy, 
error-free essay. 

4. Highlight ideas. Use Post-it notes to mark pages that you like or underline phrases that 
you’d like to use in future writing. 

5. Push an idea as far as you can…but if another idea disrupts your flow, go with it. It might 
lead to a more exciting or better line of thinking. 

6. Make it visual. Add colors, pictures, artifacts, and/or drawings to complement your 
writing. Try different writing implements (markers, crayon, pencil, pen) to spark different 
ideas. 

7. Experiment! Try writing like a famous author or your best friend. Write like you talk. 
Follow your senses and write what you hear, see, smell, feel, and/or taste. 

  
Style and Vocabulary Quizzes: You will learn about important writing conventions that affect the 
style of your writing as well as vocabulary that will enhance your writing and help you with 
reading in context. You will have two summative quizzes per quarter. 
  
One Final Note: Keep in mind that even a new computer can crash. Please use a web-based 
application, such as Google Docs, to compose and save your work.   
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English Department Policies: 
  
Grades 
  
     Formative (10% of final grade) = practice and work checked for completion 
 -  Reading logs, most homework, some classwork, participation 
     Summative (90% of final grade) = work to be evaluated for mastery 
 -  Quizzes, short essays, mini-projects, some classwork, and some homework 
 -  Longer essays, unit exams, and major projects 
     Diagnostic (not graded) = work checked for prior knowledge 
  
Retakes and Reassessments 
  
Mastery is defined as the attainment of 83% of the assessed material; therefore, students 
receiving an 82% or lower qualify for a “re-take.”  

● Students have one retake per unit exam. 
● Remediation must occur before a reassessment takes place. 
● Remediation is not a gatekeeper exercise designed to keep students from reassessing; 

instead it is a necessary step to prepare the student for the reassessment. 
● The rigor of the second assessment will be commensurate with the original. 
● Students receive the higher of the two grades up to an 83%. 

  
When: Remediation and reassessment must take place before two weeks have elapsed from 
the date of the original assessment OR by the end of the next unit of study when appropriate. 
   
Late Work 
  
Assignments turned in on time are worth up to 100%. 
Late assignments are graded up to the maximum percentages listed below. 

1. 90% of earned value for one school day late  
Example: Essay is due Monday but is turned in on Tuesday. Student receives 
10% off the original grade earned. A 90% will go in the gradebook as an 81%. 

2. 80% of earned value for 2-10 school days late 
Example: Essay is due Monday but is turned in on Friday. Student receives 20% 
off the original grade earned. A 90% will go in the gradebook as a 72%. 

3. After ten days, an assignment may be turned in for a grade based on teacher discretion.  
  
Attendance and Make-up Work 
  
In accordance with school policy, you will receive a warning and parent contact via email on the 
first and second time you are late to class. On the third tardy, you will receive a detention and 
phone call home. If you are late four or more times, your will be referred to the administration for 
further disciplinary action. In the event you are absent from class, refer to the class calendar, 
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check Google Classroom, and contact a classmate to see what you missed. Assignments that 
are due on the day you are absent are due immediately when you return. Any new work missed 
will be due within the number of class periods you missed following your return to school. 
  
Leaving Class, Food/Drink, and BYOT 
  
20/20 Rule – In order to be counted for attendance, turn in homework, and not miss important 
announcements, students are not allowed to leave the room for the first 20 minutes and the last 
20 minutes of class. 
  
Food/Drink – Because we share our classroom with other teachers but do not want to share 
with creepy crawlies, there will be no eating in class unless specified for a special occasion. 
Drinks with caps/lids are permitted. 
  
BYOT – We will follow the traffic signal system below for technology use. Because all relevant 
applications needed for English class can be accessed using the Chromebook, cell phones are 
not necessary for class and should stay inside your backpack. The default signal for cell phones 
is red. 

 

RED = No Technology Use (This activity requires FULL focus and attention. It does not require technology.) 
YELLOW = Moderate Technology Use (This activity requires the use of some technology.) 
GREEN = Complete Technology Use (This activity allows the full use of technology as deemed appropriate by 
classroom tech policies.) 
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 **This is a formative homework assignment.  Please return this portion of the syllabus to 
Mrs. Jennings at the beginning of the next class. Do not forget to study for the syllabus quiz 
on August 29. Also, please bring your supplies to class from now on.** 
 
 

I, __________________________, have read Mrs. Jennings’s English class syllabus thoroughly, 
including the sections regarding required materials, assignments, grading, absences, and conduct. 
I understand these guidelines and will honor them for the duration of the 2019-2020 school year. 
  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature   Printed Name                                                Date 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature   Printed Name                                                Date 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Email                                       Phone (business hours)                       Phone (after 5pm) 
 


